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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 

The Higher Education Bill (HB 1794) that includes expansion of 
access for WSU/Vancouver has moved out of the House Higher 
Education Committee with a “do pass” recommendation.  This is great 
news for us as this legislation is key for the WSU/V branch campus. 

In a unanimous bi-partisan vote the House Education Committee 
approved legislation that would amend the state Constitution to allow 
a simple majority of voters to pass a school levy.  The resolution,       
HJR 4205, would overturn the current 60 percent supermajority 
requirement first approved in 1932 to pass a school levy.  Should it 
pass the Legislature this year, the decision to amend the state 
Constitution would go before the voters in November.   

US Senator Patty Murray has asked us to convene our Clark 
County Governmental Affairs Roundtable on February 24th for an 
hour-long discussion of local issues in need of federal-level support.  
The event will be facilitated by ICC Legislative Affairs chair Scott 
Horenstein with those presenting:  Mark Brown / Governmental Affairs 
City of Vancouver, city transportation projects, reauthorizations, HUD; 
Beth Quartarolo / Washington State Public Affairs Director Hewlett-
Packard, high technology industry issues; Nabiel Shawa / City 
Manager City of Washougal, SR-14 safety issues and funding, 
Sharon Wylie /Governmental Affairs Clark County, Center for 
Community Health, Chelatchie Prairie Railroad; Dean Sutherland / 
Governmental Affairs Clark Public Utilities, FEMA issues; Dean 
Lookingbill / Director Southwest Washington Regional Transportation 
Council, regional transportation issues; Dr. Wayne Branch / President 
Clark College, partnerships with local VA to deliver training and 
education in health care; Brent Grening / Executive Director Port of 
Ridgefield, economic development, transportation; Dr. Tom Cone  / 
Assistant Superintendent Vancouver School District, “No Child Left 
Behind”; Elson Strahan / President and CEO Vancouver's National 
Historic Reserve Trust, WWII 60th Anniversary Event, the Reserve; 
Lynn Valenter / Director of Finance and Operations WSU/Vancouver, 
aqua culture funding. 
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The Clark County Governmental Affairs Roundtable meets 
periodically throughout the year and prior to the state legislative 
session for the purpose of creating a community-wide supportive 
effort for those legislative issues impacting southwest Washington.  It 
has been an extremely successful tool and has helped earned 
our region the reputation of being “ the community that has its 
act together and speaks with one voice.”   In October we were 
asked to conduct a similar roundtable discussion for (then) Governor 
Locke. 
 
 

INVESTOR RELATIONS 

An ICC board member will be contacting you within the next few 
weeks to join them for a private luncheon of four to six, an opportunity 
to update you on ICC activities since our annual meeting of 
investors last fall.  These gatherings are informational, in an intimate 
setting and provide us with an occasion to hear from you as well.  
Look for a note in your mailbox soon. 
 
 

VANCOUVER CITY CENTER VISION PROJECT 

The City of Vancouver, Port of Vancouver and Identity Clark County 
have partnered on a year-long project to update the downtown 
redevelopment plan.   Over the next six weeks we are scheduled to 
make a dozen presentations of that expanded plan and are available 
to do the same for your organization/social group.  As a community, 
we have accomplished some pretty exciting things ($300 million in 
downtown development) and anticipate untold additional millions in 
investment as downtown Vancouver continues to blossom. 
 
 

VANCOUVER CONVENTION CENTER 

A group of ICC board members recently participated in a behind-the-
scenes hardhat tour of the Vancouver Convention Center and Hilton 
Hotel.  It was almost as exciting as the ground-breaking event of 
almost 14 months ago!   If you are interested in doing the same, we 
would be happy to arrange a tour for our investors.  Let us know. 
 
ICC is working with the Hilton staff and SWIFT volunteers planning 
the September 17th/18th gala opening of the Convention Center.  
The Saturday event will be black tie (optional) and promises to be a 
celebration like Vancouver has never witnessed!  The day-long 
Sunday event in Esther Short Park, with tours of the facility, is  
 



planned for the entire community to enjoy.  Corporate sponsorship  
opportunities exist for both events.  We have been insistent that ICC 
investors, who over the last ten years have made the initial three-
quarters of a million dollars investment in this project, be offered the 
first opportunity at sponsorships.  Again, watch your mail.   
 
The “ soft opening” of the facility will occur in June and ICC investors 
will be THE FIRST to play the role of guinea pigs at a complimentary 
cocktail reception, dinner and tour of the facility as the Hilton staff 
“practices” their hospitality functions.  Yet another reason to “watch 
the mail” (for this one-of-a-kind invitation/opportunity). 
 

 

TRANSPORTATION 
 
ICC Transportation Committee chair Bob Byrd has been appointed to 
the Bi-State Coordination Task Force that will be reviewing and 
recommending on the I-5 Bridge project to the Oregon and 
Washington Transportation Commissions.  Later this week Bob and 
Ginger have a meeting with Senator Murray to share the business 
perspective of the project. 
 
Bob traveled to Minneapolis in the dead cold of winter (December) 
with a state delegation to learn about that region’s tolling, HOT and 
HOV lane projects.  He claims he deserved hazardous duty pay for 
this junket as the temperatures dipped to 6 degrees.  The information 
he brought back will be helpful as our legislature moves toward 
identifying and approving funding mechanisms for local and state 
projects. 
 
Next month Bob and Ginger, joined by ICC investors Arch Miller and 
John McKibbin, will make presentations to the Washington State 
House and Senate Transportation committees on the vital role that 
the I-5 Bridge plays in the region and on the entire Interstate system.  
We have developed a short “tutorial” fact sheet on why the legislature 
needs to place this project high on Washington State’s priority list. 
 
The final report of ICC’s Transportation Priorities Project / Phase II 
(TPPII) is available on the TPPII web site, www.tppii.com.  Check it 
out! 

 

What have you done for your village today? 
 

 
 


