
 
 

 

ICC Investor Quarterly Report 
“Making a Difference” 

August 2005 

� � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � 	 � � 
 � � �

� � � � � � � � � 	 � � � 
 � � � � 
 � � �

 � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � �
� 
 � � � � � � 
 � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � �

 � � � � 
 � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � �
� 
 � 
 � � � 
 � � � � � 
 � � � 
 � � 
 � �
� � � � 	 � � � � �
�

�

� � � � � � � � � � �  �
� � � ! � � � � " #�

� � 
 � � � 
 � �
	 � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � 
 � � � 
 � �
� � � � � � � � � 	 � � � 	 � � �
� � � �" 
 � � � �$ � � � 
 � � � � 
 �%� & � � � � �
' %%� �

� � � � � � 
 � � �
� � 	 � � � � � � � �
" � � � � & � � � �( � � � � 
 � � � 
 � ) � � � 
 � 	 �
� � 
 � � � �

� � � 
 �  � � � �
� � � � � � 	 � ! � � " �
� � � � 
 � � � � � 
 * �

� � � � � ! � � � �
� � 
 * � � � � � � � � � 
 � +� , � � � �

# � � � � � � � � ! � � � � # �
' � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � ! � � � � � �
" � � � � 
 � � �

� � � � � � ! � $ 	 � �
) � � 
 � � 	 	 � � � & � � � - � � � � � � � 
 � � � �
� � 
 � � 	 � � 
 � �

! � ! � ! � � � �
' � 
 � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 �

� � � � � � � � � # ! 	 � � �
� � � � � � 	 � � � � � 
 �

� � � � � � # 	 � � � � �
� � 
 * � � � � � 	 � � * � � � � 
 � � �

# � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � 	 � �
� � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 �

� � � �%� 	 � 	 � � � � 	 � �
� " . � � � 
 � � � � 
 � � � 
 �" � � � � 
 � � �

	 � � � �%� � � 	 � �
! � � 
 �  � 	 	 � � � � 
 � � � � � � 
 � � � � � �

� � � � � � " � � � � �
' / ' � . � 	 � � � � � 
 +� � 
 
 � �

	 � � 	 � � � � � � ! �

WELCOME NEW ICC INVESTORS 
Identity Clark County recognizes the following new investors since the 
beginning of the year: 
 

Cyclone Computer Systems Kramer Gehlen and Associates, Inc. 
Gaither and Sons Construction Co. Robertson and Olson Construction 
Vancouver Business Journal Uptown Village Association 
Providence Health Systems and Columbia Machine, a returning investor 
Clark County Title Company  

 

We welcome you to an outstanding group of investors who have pooled 
their financial resources to “make a difference” in Clark County! 
 
 

ANNUAL MEETING OF ICC INVESTORS – 
SAVE THE DATE! 
ICC’s Annual Meeting of Investors will be October 13th, noon, at the 
Vancouver Convention Center.   Please plan to join us for our annual 
report to investors and our keynote speaker – the ever entertaining Bob 
Farrell of “Give ‘em the Pickle” and Farrell’s Ice Cream Parlor fame.  Bob 
is now a resident of Clark County and will relate his observation of the 
importance of community leadership, i.e. ICC investors, in building 
community and playing a vital role in the economic health of the region.  
We encourage you to invite a friend . . . a prospective ICC investor who 
needs to learn more about us.  Formal invitations will follow but please 
save the date. 
 
 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AND TRANSPORTATION 
Even before we finished celebrating our successes during the 2005 
legislative session, the no-new-tax mentality, backed by KVI radio station 
in Seattle, was at work collecting in excess of 400,000 signatures to 
repeal the 9.5 cent (over 4 years) gas tax implemented on July 1st.  We 
have worked diligently with our legislative delegation to identify funding 
for the much needed transportation projects of southwest Washington 
and they really came through for us with Clark County receiving 
approximately $250M for priority projects – the second highest 
allocation in the state. 
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Now it appears our work is cut out for us to defeat I-912 (to repeal the 
tax) and save this funding package.  ICC Legislative Affairs and 
Transportation committees met jointly last week and recommended to the 
Board of Directors that ICC 1) take a position in opposition to I-912 (which 
asks for repeal of the 9.5 cent gas tax imposed by the 2005 Legislature), 
and 2) take a leadership role in a local opposition campaign.  Our Board of 
Directors will vote on whether to take a position at their August board 
meeting.   
 
If we lose the state funding of approximately $250 million for Clark 
County projects we also risk losing the newly approved federal funds 
- state funds are needed to match federal funds, and the cities and 
county lose funding as well. 
 
ICC Lobbyist Rick Wickman is on the state-wide Keep Washington Rolling 
(KWR) steering committee and will meet with the Clark County 
Governmental Affairs Roundtable on August 17th to discuss the campaign 
and what role we might play locally.  Tim Hibbitts (Portland) has been 
retained by the KWR campaign to conduct an 800 person poll which will 
take place August 6th and 7th.  Fifty to sixty of those polled will be Clark 
County residents.  Based on results of the poll, expected by August 15th, 
the campaign strategy will begin. 
 
Some of the Clark County projects affected include: 
 

I-205/Mill Plain Interchange to NE 28th St. $58M 
Columbia River Crossing EIS $50M 
SR 14/Camas/Washougal Widening and Interchange 

(ICC Lobbyist Rick Wickman worked closely with 
the cities of Camas and Washougal and the Port of 
Camas/Washougal on this project) 

$40M 

SR 502/Widening From I-5 to Battle Ground $50M 
SR 501/Ridgefield Interchange $10M 
SR 14/Lieser Rd Interchange Ramp Signalization $1M 
SR 503/SR 500 Intersection Improvements $1M 
SR 502/10th Ave. to 72nd Ave (Safety) $0.6M 
SR 500/St. Johns Blvd. Interchange  $26.3M 
I-205/Mill Plain SB Off-Ramp Improvement $0.4M 
SR 500/I-205 Interchange Improvements $1M 
SR 503/Gabriel Rd. Intersection $0.7M 
SR 503/Lewisville Climbing Lane $5M 
Abernathy Bridge Replacement $15M 

 
Also at stake is any further attempt by the legislature to assist with 
funding transportation in the near term.  This could be devastating to 
our growing congestion problems and freight mobility – not to mention our 
ability to attract and retain jobs in southwest Washington.   
 
Stay tuned for further developments. 
 



 

COLUMBIA RIVER CHANNEL DEEPENING 
We were delighted to represent you last week to celebrate the start of 
channel deepening.  Senators Murray (WA) and Smith (OR) and 
Congressman Baird (WA) each spoke to the fact that this was a bi-state, 
bi-partisan effort on behalf of improving and maintaining our competitive 
edge in the marine industry and shipment of goods.  This was a very 
moving celebration for those of us who have been a part of the Columbia 
River Channel Coalition and exemplifies what can be accomplished when 
many put their shoulder to the wheel and we work together regionally. 
 
 

VISIT ICC’S NEW WEBSITE 
Thanks to Kathy Davis, ICC’s Executive Assistant, Cyclone Computer 
Systems and Scripted Motion for getting us up and into the 21st century.  
As you are aware, we are pretty much a “nose-to-the-grindstone-no-frills-
get-the-job-done” organization . . . but there are some things that must be 
done to prove we aren’t dwelling in caves and the website was one of 
those.  In the near future we will be providing links to all our investors.  
Please visit the site (www.identityclarkcounty.org) and learn more than you ever 
wanted to know about Identity Clark County.   
 
Please note new e-mail addresses:   

Ginger Metcalf, ginger@identityclarkcounty.org 

Kathy Davis, kathy@identityclarkcounty.org. 
 
 

VANCOUVER CONVENTION CENTER 
The opening celebration on June 15th is one we will never forget.  It was a 
thrill to participate in offering remarks at the event alongside Mayor Pollard 
and former Governor Locke, pull the rope that dropped pounds of confetti 
and hold the ribbon with Brad Hutton while the Mayor “cut”.  (If you weren’t 
able to attend, see Ginger’s remarks below which include a tribute to you 
all for your investment in making the project happen.) 
 
AND, if you weren’t able to join us for the “guinea pig” dinner on June 11th, 
you missed a really fun event with hospitality and cuisine ‘par excellence’.  
Hilton was extremely generous in hosting ICC investors who helped make 
the project happen.  When you’re visiting Grays at The Park, stop in the 
lounge and see the two personalized bar stools – one for Ginger and one 
for Steve Burdick (City’s Director of Economic Development) presented by 
Hilton.  The “Ginger Metcalf” bar stool really belongs to you all - you had 
the faith and we carried out your directive to get it done. 
 
The “ gala”  opening is about six weeks away.  Identity Clark County has 
reserved three tables for this “party of the century” and if you would like to 



join us, this is a last call for tickets.  Contact Kathy Davis in our office at 
kathy@identityclarkcounty.org or 695-4116.  We previously sent event 
information but to recap: 
 

Hilton’s corporate policy is to identify a broad-based local 
charity to benefit from the opening celebrations of their new 
facilities and Swift is that beneficiary for this event.  “The 
Sky’s the Limit” is black-tie preferred and tickets are $250.  
This truly is going to be a party like Vancouver has never 
seen, beginning with champagne in the park, followed by 
two “big surprises” (if I tell you, I will have to take “drastic 
measures” – but believe me this is going to be great!).  
Guests are led across the street to the Hilton, where brief 
remarks are offered, then into the “Luna Lobby” for more 
champagne and exquisite hors d’oeuvres, more 
entertainment, into the “Cloud Nine” Ballroom for a multi-
course dinner and more entertainment, then your choice of 
– or all of – the “Launch Pad”, “Blue Sky Bar”, or “Milky Way 
Suites” for signature desserts and adult beverages, more 
entertainment and dancing.   

 
We are appreciative to ICC investors The Bank of Clark County and The 
Columbian for their lead sponsorship role with Hilton, and The Holland, 
Inc., Columbia Credit Union, Vancouvercenter (OTAK), Corwin 
Beverage (Pepsi-Cola) and Schwabe Williamson and Wyatt for 
additional sponsorships. 
 
6/15/05 Remarks at “soft” opening of the Vancouver Convention Center/Hilton Vancouver 
Washington – a tribute to ICC investors . . . the believers: 
 
Before I launch into my celebratory comments, I want to caution Mayor Pollard that a 
trap door has been installed immediately beneath this podium and it is activated by two 
words . . . and should you be tempted to share any of your Yogi Bera stories with us on 
this occasion, it’s adios Mayor . . . right down through the trap door.   
 
Today kind of feels like giving birth to a 73 million dollar baby with a gestation period of 
nine-and-a-half years rather than the typical nine months.  But the result of that long – 
and sometimes painful - delivery is a beautiful product. 
 
A funny thing happened on the way to celebrating the opening of this cornerstone of  
Vancouver’s downtown redevelopment.  An 1897 article in The Columbian illustrated 
the virtues of, “making visitors welcome to our city as they leave many dollars in our 
community.”  I was so young at that time I don’t recall if there was an effort to actually 
BUILD a facility in 1897. 
 
However, significant effort WAS made in 1977 and again in the 80’s including site  
evaluation and a cost estimate of $7 million but the funding wasn’t there to make it 
happen. 
 
In October of 1996 Identity Clark County presented a proposal to the City of Vancouver 
to construct a convention center with attached hotel facilities.  Versions of that proposal 
came and went . . . and here we are today to celebrate ourselves as a community and 
to celebrate a wonderful addition to our “home”.  With Esther Short Park serving as the 



family room of our “home”, we now have this great facility in which to host and house 
guests visiting our “home” for community and regional events. 
 
It is appropriate to recognize the individuals and corporations that comprise 
Identity Clark County – a visionary group of people making conscious choices 
about our community’s future.  They represent the risk takers – the movers and 
shakers – the spirit of this community’s leadership – the people who see, and are 
willing to invest in, what needs to be done.   
 
They are too numerous to mention individually but you are out there today to 
celebrate and in your hearts you know that you have made a significant 
contribution to your community through your investment in Identity Clark County 
and this project.  
 
It would be wholly INappropriate for me to not recognize the chair of our convention 
center committee Paul Christensen and our board chair Ed Lynch who lead the way in 
getting the concept to the table and kept the “can do” spark alive. 
 
We thank the City of Vancouver for sharing the vision and the having fortitude to follow 
through on creating a crown jewel for our community and the region. 
 
We welcome our new neighbors the Hilton – who are the most gracious partners 
anyone could ask for - and invite all to get to know their hospitality and the facility. 
 
The journey has been challenging.  Reaching the destination is the reward for our 
community. 
  

*                        *                         *  

 
What have you done for your village today? 

 

 


