
VANCOUVER CONVENTION CENTER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

One of the initial community needs identified by ICC was to fill a specific niche market by creating a 

convention center in which to host local, regional and statewide events and conventions.  In 1995 

Identity Clark County commissioned a market evaluation, the results of which called for a site 

evaluation study, a development study and on-going financial feasibility studies.  In October of 

1996 Identity Clark County presented a proposal to the City of Vancouver to construct a city owned 

convention center with attached hotel facilities.  Versions of that proposal came and went with the 

result being that the city issued a request for proposal in 2003 and on June 15, 2005, the 

Vancouver Convention Center with 30,000 square feet of meeting space and the 226-room Hilton 

Vancouver Washington opened their doors for business.  The facility anchors the southeast corner 

of development which has occurred around Esther Short Park and is downtown’s crown jewel.  ICC 

provided the private sector support that made this project happen.  A gala opening celebration is 

planned for September 17, 2005. 
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Hilton Vancouver Washington and Vancouver Convention Center 
Opening Day, June 15, 2005 

Photo courtesy of:  Pixie Shefner
Confetti marks the opening of 
Vancouver’s new hotel and 
convention center. 


