
HERITAGE WAY (7th Street) and the 

HERITAGE WAY BRIDGE 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The transit center on 7th Street, as currently designed, is the weak link in the Vancouver downtown 

development plan as it conflicts with pedestrian movement and causes a division between the north 

and south areas of the historic district.  As C-TRAN’s future planning evolves, it includes the 

relocation of the non-downtown destination bus flow. 

 

What the Vancouver City Center Vision DOES call for is the creation of a market street concept along 

7th Street (Heritage Way) similar to what might be found in European towns – one that is pedestrian 

friendly and home to components that attract families and tourists. 

 

Additionally, the I-5 corridor is divisive between downtown, Esther Short Park and Vancouver’s 

Historic Reserve.  A pedestrian bridge (the Heritage Way Bridge) linking 7th Street to the Historic 

Reserve would provide the last connective piece that allows circuitous flow from downtown to the 

waterfront to the Historic Reserve and back to downtown.  Such a bridge should be an impressive 

piece that creates a “wow” factor as motorists travel from Oregon to Washington/Washington to 

Oregon, a piece that expresses the character of Vancouver as the largest and most vital city on the 

Columbia River. 

 

 

One concept of a Heritage Way pedestrian bridge 
linking downtown to Vancouver’s Historic Reserve. 
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Proposed conversion of 7th Street into a pedestrian-
friendly area of shops, restaurants and family 
entertainment . 


