
ESTHER SHORT COMMUNITY SQUARE 

(Renamed George Propstra Community Square June 2005) 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When the City of Vancouver created a redevelopment plan for Esther Short Park, they included a 

small community square in the southeast corner.  With the proposed convention center in mind, sited 

immediately across the street, ICC proposed that the City consider a far more substantial “square” to 

accommodate interactivity between the convention center and park, and events and festivals planned 

for the park.  The response was that an expanded plan was a possibility IF ICC would locate the 

funding.  ICC board members approached several community members for assistance and it was 

George and Carolyn Propstra who said they would like to fund the project.  Not only did the Propstras 

fund an expanded square but they added a water feature and bell tower.  Esther Short Park and 

Propstra Square are the focal point of downtown Vancouver and prideful center of activity for many 

family outings, festivals and events. 
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Propstra Square (foreground) with Hilton 
Vancouver Washington and Vancouver Convention 
Center in the background. 
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