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SPRING LUNCHEONS COMING UP 
Curious about Identity Clark County . . . what it is . . . what it does?   
If you are a current or prospective investor in this unique group of 
community leaders who have invested in the economic health of their 
community, please contact us and we will include you on the invitation 
list for a hosted luncheon update of what is currently “happening” at ICC.  
Click on kathy@identityclarkcounty.org (hit control button then click). 

 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AND TRANSPORTATION 
We spent a day in Olympia with 22 of our Transportation Alliance 
partners visiting with our southwest Washington Legislative Delegation, 
Transportation Secretary Doug MacDonald, the House and Senate 
Transportation Committee Chairs and others.  All of those we visited with 
lauded ICC for its role in defeating I-912 in Clark County.  And they 
said it couldn’t be done!  The defeat of I-912 ensured $244 million in 
specific, sorely needed, transportation projects for Clark County.   
 

Secretary MacDonald said that Clark County is a community that clearly 
demonstrates its ability to work together on lobbying for transportation 
dollars – and that message came through loud and clear when we 
created our own grass roots NO on I-912 campaign.  We particularly 
thank the following who financially made that campaign possible: 
 

Central Labor Council Glacier Northwest Olson Engineering 
Mark Feichtinger Lakeside Industries David Evans & Assoc. 
Norris, Beggs & Simpson Corwin Beverage Sorin Garber Consulting 
Nutter Corp. Parsons Brinckerhoff NW Natural 
Eric Fuller Scott Horenstein Kiewit Pacific 
Columbia Pacific Building 
     Trades Council 

NW Oregon Labor Council The JD White Co. 

and, of course, Identity Clark County  
 

Rocketshop led us through with their professional ad expertise with a 
fabulous logo that others used throughout the state.  Our friends in labor 
are the best when it comes to signs.  And the terrific campaign team 
couldn’t have been better:  Bob Byrd and Scott Horenstein co-
chairing, Bridget Schwarz, Philip Parker, John McKibbin, Dick 
Carroll, Bob Short, Dick Malin, Terri Tweedell and Jim Etzkorn 
working with ICC staff to make it happen. 
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That was the good news.  And now for the not-so-good news . . . while in 
Olympia we learned that Tim Eyman is gathering signatures to get I-917 
on the ballot to remove the weight fees and some other revenue 
resources that were implemented in July 2005 which will eliminate $1 
BILLION from the 2005 “Partnership Package” transportation funding.  If 
that happens, we could be faced with another campaign.   We’ve done it 
before, we can do it again but it is disheartening to work so hard for 
something and then have to go back and do it all over again because of 
one person’s agenda. 
 

NOTE:  You may go to ICC’s web site, www.identityclarkcounty.org, to 
see a copy of the Clark County Transportation Alliance “needs and 
solutions” paper presented in Olympia. 
 
 

HUMOROUS TIDBIT: 
A couple of weeks ago, the Chicago Mayor’s chief of staff called the 
Vancouver City Manager’s office to inform them that Mayor Daley would 
be in town and that, because he is known as the “Green Mayor” and 
because he had read about our hotel and convention center, he would be 
staying in the Hilton Vancouver.   Good start.  However, upon further 
conversation Mayor Daley was scheduled to be in Vancouver, B.C.  Right 
hotel, wrong city.  Anyway, Chicago’s Mayor now not only knows about 
our green hotel, he also knows the location of our city.  Steve Burdick 
says, “Small steps.” 

 
SPREADING THE WORD: 
ICC’s Executive Director and City of Vancouver Director of Economic 
Development Steve Burdick were the featured speakers at the Mt. Hood 
Community College Foundation January forum on “ Investing in our 
Community by Strengthening Public Private Partnerships.”   The City 
of Vancouver and the private sector have set the bar for how we “get it 
done.”  Others are curious to know just “how” we do it. 
 

2006 BI-STATE METROPOLITAN FORUM: 
For the third time, ICC’s Executive Director is co-chairing the March 16th 
Bi-State Governors’ Conference sponsored by the PSU Institute of 
Metropolitan Studies (Ginger sits on that board).  Featured guests 
Governors Gregoire and Kulongoski will address “Building a Healthy 
Economy for Oregon and Washington.”  The Columbian publisher Scott 
Campbell will introduce Mayors Pollard and Potter for a discussion of 
managing cities in a two-state region.  There will also be panel discussions 
on successes and opportunities in bi-state cooperation pooling assets of 
education and training, transportation issues, combining forces on 



economic development, and smart energy.  Participants will help 
identify key opportunities for advancing the region’s economy through 
cooperative bi-state efforts in these areas. 
 

Keynote luncheon speaker is Kip Bergstrom, executive director of the 
Rhode Island Economic Policy Council.  Kip has been Rhode Island’s 
leading advocate for regionalism, and has helped launch several regional 
initiatives in the areas of economic development, transportation, land 
conservation, workforce development, higher education and research 
and technology commercialization. 
 

To register for the all day event, go to http://www.pdx.edu/ims. 
 
 

MAIN STREET - VANCOUVERUSA 
ICC is working with the City of Vancouver Department of Transportation 
on the “ make over”  of Main Street.  A contract was recently awarded to 
Harper, Houf, Peterson and Righellis for the engineering portion of the 
project.  Additional team members include DKS Associates 
(transportation), Archaeological Investigations NW 
(archaeological/historical), DSP Architecture, The JD White Company 
(public involvement), and Crandall Arambula (urban 
planning/design/architecture, retail strategies).  This dream team answers 
the “Call To Action” previously funded by ICC.  The entire team is in 
place and the excitement will begin in July 2006 and be completed 
November 2007.  Watch downtown Vancouver continue to reinvent itself!  
And stay tuned for further updates. 
  

*                        *                         *  

 
What have you done for your village today? 

 

 
 


